
Weekly Newsletter
Friday 18th September 2026 | Issue 2

01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

Dear Families

This week, we began with Peter asking Jesus a wonderfully practical question: ‘Lord, how often
should I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?’ As one of five
children, this Gospel has always felt particularly relevant to me! Growing up with four siblings, I am
fairly certain there were occasions when forgiveness was required considerably more than seven
times.

Of course, Jesus' answer is that forgiveness cannot be reduced to keeping score. In our assemblies,
we thought about what that means for us today. We live at a time when disagreement can quickly
become division. People can become entrenched in their positions, and it can sometimes feel much
easier to prove that we are right than to repair a relationship.

At Greyfriars, we ask our students to own their mistakes. One of the most powerful ways we can do
that is also one of the simplest: to say sorry and to be mindful of when we begin to say ‘I was just…’
and making excuses. ‘I’m sorry’ are only two little words, but sometimes they are incredibly
difficult to say. A genuine apology requires courage and humility. Equally, being willing to accept an
apology and forgive someone can be difficult too. Yet learning to do both, to say sorry freely when
we get something wrong and to forgive when someone else does, is one of the most important
things we can learn if we want to live happy and successful lives alongside others.

Perhaps that is part of what it means to flourish individually and collectively. None of us gets
everything right. Strong communities are not communities where nobody makes mistakes; they are
communities where people can acknowledge them, repair relationships, forgive and begin again. It
is always useful to have this reminder.

We are now fully into the rhythm of the new school year, and there has been so much happening
across Greyfriars this week.

We were delighted to welcome Sister Giovanna, who will now be a regular visitor to our school. We
are enormously grateful for the time she will spend with our students and for the contribution she
will make to the Catholic life of our community.

Our Catholic Life Ambassadors also met Luke Marion, CEO of Oxford Bus Company, continuing the
excellent work they began last year around the cost of transport for young people in Oxford. They
spoke to him about the challenges young people face in accessing our city, and we are delighted to
be working with him to explore how young people can be better supported. I am immensely proud
that our students are not simply identifying problems; they are participating in their community,
speaking to those who can influence change and helping to find solutions.

Continued on the next page…
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This year we are also embarking upon a particularly ambitious project: giving every student in Year
9 the opportunity to work towards their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh's Award. It is a wonderfully
varied programme, requiring students to develop skills, volunteer, become physically active and
complete an expedition. We know it will challenge them, but we also know just how much they will
gain from it.

Finally, one of my favourite moments this week has been welcoming some of our former students
back to Greyfriars to talk about work, university and life beyond school. This is now our third
alumni event of this kind, and there is something incredibly powerful about it. Some of those
returning left us relatively recently; others left many years ago. Each has taken a different path.

For our current students, it makes the future feel real. They can see people who once sat in the
same classrooms and walked the same corridors now studying, working and building lives of their
own. But I think it communicates something else too: you never really stop being part of our school
– we won’t let you leave!

That sense of belonging matters. We want our students to leave us ready to flourish in the world,
but we also want them to know that this community helped form them and will always be pleased
to welcome them home.

There has been plenty happening this week, and it certainly feels as though the school year is now
properly underway. I hope everyone has a restful weekend, and we look forward to another joyful
and busy week ahead.

Have a wonderful weekend.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

Our Enrichment programme also began this week. This is
such an important part of what we offer at Greyfriars. We
have wonderful partnerships across Oxford, including work
with City Farm and Meadow School, Falcon Rowing and
Axiom Maths, alongside the tremendous commitment of our
own staff, who give their time and expertise to provide an
extraordinary range of opportunities. Here are some pictures
of our Greyfriars Earth group These experiences allow
students to discover talents, interests and passions that they
might never otherwise encounter.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
In the parable we find two different attitudes: God’s — represented by the king who forgives a lot,
because God always forgives — and that of the man. Jesus exhorts us to open ourselves with courage
to the strength of forgiveness, because in life not everything can be resolved with justice. We know
this. There is a need for that merciful love. Today’s parable helps us to grasp fully the meaning of that
phrase we recite in the Lord’s Prayer: “And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us” (cf. Mt 6:12). These words contain a decisive truth. We cannot demand God’s
forgiveness for ourselves if we in turn do not grant forgiveness to our neighbour.

Gospel | Matthew 18:21—25
Peter approached Jesus and asked him, “Lord, if my brother sins 
against me, how often must I forgive? As many as seven times?” 
Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven 
times. That is why the kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king 
who decided to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the 
accounting, a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge 
amount. Since he had no way of paying it back, his master ordered 
him to be sold, along with his wife, his children, and all his property, 

in payment of the debt. At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said, ‘Be patient with me, and 
I will pay you back in full.’ Moved with compassion the master of that servant let him go and forgave him 
the loan. When that servant had left, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a much smaller 
amount. He seized him and started to choke him, demanding, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ Falling to his 
knees, his fellow servant begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ But he refused. 
Instead, he had the fellow servant put in prison until he paid back the debt. Now when his fellow servants 
saw what had happened, they were deeply disturbed, and went to their master and reported the whole 
affair. His master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you your entire debt 
because you begged me to. Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity on you?’ 
Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers until he should pay back the whole debt. So will 
my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you forgives your brother from your heart.”

Prayer for the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Most glorious and triumphant Lord, You gave Your life for the salvation of my soul, using the most horrific act 
of cruelty as the means of Your redeeming grace. I open myself to that grace today and pray that You bestow it 
in superabundance. I also pray that I will have the courage and wisdom to embrace my crosses every day of my 

life, uniting them to Your Cross, and trusting that You will use these sacrifices as a means of the further 
bestowal of Your love on the world. Saving Cross of Christ, have mercy on me. Jesus, I trust in You.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Catholic Life | Mr Greer
This week, the Chaplaincy Team visited Year 7 and Sixth Form Tutor Groups to recruit for Catholic
Life Ambassadors. Our new students to the school have a chance to join our team, acting as
exemplars of our Catholic Social Teachings, helping out with prayer services and masses, and
volunteering their time in service projects. We will commission them next week where they will
receive their official dove pin.

The other highlight is that our Citizens UK team met with
Luke Marion, the Director of the Oxford Bus Company, in
order to negotiate on making buses more fair and
accessible for young people across the city. We thank
Luke for his time, and we are certainly proud of
Constantine and Nifemi who shared personal
testimonies that lead the meeting. We are eager for the
progress that will bring in the months ahead.

Upcoming Events

The first is a Welcome Back to School Mass
happening next week in the School Chapel from
5:15 to 6:15. It will conclude just before Meet the
Form Tutor. We would love to see families there!

The second is our trip to Youlbury, a residential
retreat for students in Years 10 to 13.

Letters have been sent out with all the details. In
order to secure your child’s place, please go to
your ParentPay account (the same account used
to pay for school lunches). Please sign up as soon
as you can! It was a great experience last year
and we are so eager to bring students back for an
amazing time.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 8 and Year 9 | Mrs Reddy
We are incredibly proud of how brilliantly our Year 8 and Year 9 students are doing. Across the
school, they are showing enthusiasm, resilience and commitment to their learning, making excellent
progress and contributing positively to our school community.

A reminder that Meet the Form Tutor takes place next Thursday at 18:30 – 19:30. This is an
important opportunity for parents and carers to meet their child’s form tutor, hear how they are
settling in and discuss how we can work together to support their continued success.

Students, please remember to sign up to be guides for the event.

We look forward to welcoming all Year 8 and Year 9 caregivers and celebrating our students’
achievements together!

Have a lovely weekend.

Year 8 Year 9

Kairo Esther D

Mia Anne- Marie

Iliam Taliyah

Madison Marietta

Isma Talya

Yolannia Ganuli

Imivah Jacob

Naia Miu miu

Revita Esther O

Niall Quan

Students leading the way so far

Congratulations to all students with 100% 
attendance

Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing 
support.

Keep on striving to be a better version of 
yourself Y8 and Y9!

We’re celebrating Naia this week! Her form
tutor has been so pleased to see the incredible
turnaround in her attitude towards learning.
Naia has shown genuine motivation, a positive
mindset and a fantastic commitment to school
so far this year. It’s wonderful to see her
progress and enthusiasm shining through.
Keep up the good work Naia, we so proud of
you!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.GREYFRIARS SCHOOL OPEN EVENING
Thursday 1st October 2026 6pm to 8pm

Come and see what it is like to be part of our school community here at Greyfriars.
Our Open Evening is an opportunity to explore Greyfriars and meet our staff and 

students.
No need to book — just come along!

HEADTEACHER'S WELCOME
Ms Caldwell, Headteacher, will speak at 6.05pm in the Main Hall.

OPEN MORNINGS
Following our Open Evening, we also hold Open Mornings, where prospective students and their 

families are warmly invited to come and see us in action during a normal school day.

2026 OPEN MORNINGS
Monday 5th October | Tuesday 6th October | Wednesday 7th October

TOURS
8.50am and 9.50am

Tours are available at both times on each day.

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL
Please contact Reception to reserve your place.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING 
YOU TO GREYFRIARS!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Duke of Edinburgh |
Miss Nash
Our Duke of Edinburgh Volunteer
Group has made a fantastic start to
the term by discussing what
volunteering and community service
mean to them and considering how
they can make a positive difference
within their local community.

Students shared a range of ideas for
group volunteering projects, including
litter picking, community gardening,
assisting at a food bank and even
educating primary school children
about caring for the environment.

It was wonderful to see their
enthusiasm and commitment to
showing stewardship and care for
others and the world around them.
We are now excited to choose a
project together and begin putting
their ideas into action this term!

Axiom Maths | Mr McCutcheon
We started our first Maths Axiom Circle with a fantastic
group of Year 7s!

Axiom Circles runs every Wednesday during Enrichment.
Can you solve these Questions

Prime time!
"Can you use all the digits 1 to 9 once each to make 

six prime numbers less than 100?"

The 3 digit square hunt!
"What is the smallest 3-digit square number with all 

different digits?"

Axiom maths circles is a great
way to excite and interest
students in their approach to
problem solving. As the poster
says: "Maths gives us power. It
teaches us to imagine things
never before imagined. It
helps us to solve unsolvable
challenges, like controlling the
effects of climate change or
finding a cure for cancer."

Weekly Book Review by Lian
I adore this classic story so much! It’s certainly very odd and it was one of
my first introductions into fiction being a lot more absurd and fantastical
rather than reality adjacent. I love all the different character personalities
that are so wildly different (with only the one major exception of all being
slightly mad). I believe the story simply sucks you in or rather lets you fall
down deep into a rabbit hole of could be adventures. The novel also
features some of my favourite references such as being ‘mad as a hatter’
or the fact that (later in the sequel) some of the locations were inspired by
real places in Oxford like Alice’s shop which is what the Old Sheep shop
was based off of. Even if you have read the story already, everything is so
strange and curious that it seems perfect for another read through!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Orla 32
Hibba 29

Daniella 27
Aubree-Faith 26

George 26
Amelia 26

Laurencja 25
Kate 25
Elijah 25

Message for Year 7 | Mr
Cunningham
What a fantastic start to the year it
continues to be! We are delighted to
announce that our girls have a football
fixture coming up on Monday and we want
to wish them the very best of luck! It has
been brilliant to see so many students
eager to pull on the shirt and represent
Greyfriars. That enthusiasm is exactly what
we love to see, and we will be cheering
them on every step of the way.

It has also been wonderful to see so many
of our Y7 students embracing everything
school life has to offer beyond the
classroom. Whether signing up to after-
school sports clubs, taking on the role of
librarian, or stepping forward as Catholic
Life Ambassadors, the eagerness with
which this year group is getting involved
has been really heart warming to see.
These are the experiences that make your
time at school memorable and it is clear
that this cohort understands that already.
Keep it up Y7!

Congratulations to 
Orla for being our 
achievement point 

leader this week with 
32 achievement 

points!

7LP 458

7PJE 375

7RHO 324

7CHO 293

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Library News | Mrs Brett

Hello Happy Readers! Can you believe how quickly this week has passed?
Today, I have a very short and to the point update for you:

1 Join a library club - it’s so much fun! We are starting next week.

2 Borrow a book - it’s so

much fun (and sooooooo
good for you in many,
many ways!). We have
many wonderful books in
the library, come and check
them out (pun intended!:).
I have also placed a couple
of book orders, so new
titles will start trickling in
shortly. If I don’t have what
you like - tell me, and I will
do my best to get it.

3 Enter a writing

competition - it’s so much
fun! You have nothing to
lose, and so much to gain.
Quite apart from the
many achievement
points, and a chance to
become a published
author, there are some
amazing prizes up for
grabs. Just look at the
UNITE competition. You
don’t think you’re a
writer? You don’t think
you’re a poet - come to
my creative writing club
and let me prove you
wrong.

Finally, go Reading Champions!... you 
can come and check the updated 
leader board in the library from 
Monday, as my library system is 
currently refusing to cooperate.

Have a READtastic😊weekend!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for KS4 | Mr Weedon
Year 11 Passport to Prom
This year, students have the opportunity to work towards their Passport to Prom, with recognition
for meeting expectations in three key areas: behaviour, attendance and participation in our P6 Club.

The response from Year 11 to the P6 Club has been fantastic so far, with students giving up their
time to attend the additional sessions. Passport to Prom gives students an additional incentive to
maintain these high standards throughout the year, with those who meet the required targets
having the opportunity to win a free Prom ticket

It has been wonderful to see the determination and commitment of our Y11s. They are working
incredibly hard to make the most of this important year, and we could not be prouder of them.
Keep going, Year 11!

Year 10 Setting Up for Success
In assembly this week, we focused on the importance of owning our choices and understanding that
the decisions we make every day can have a real impact on our future success. Students were
encouraged to reflect on their choices, take responsibility for their actions and make positive
decisions that will help them achieve their goals. Year 10 is an important year in building the habits,
attitudes and resilience needed for success. We are really pleased to see students engaging
positively and beginning to take greater ownership of their learning and their future.

Uniform Donations
Thank you to everyone who has donated uniform to
the school—we really appreciate your generosity.

We would be very grateful for any further donations
of good-quality uniform to help support families in
our school community.

Any items can be handed to main 
reception.  Thank you

Form Group Points

11JOD 203

11MJ 199

10KAN 193

11SA 163

11CT 141

Form Group Points

10JS 297

10RC 226

10SW 201

10KAN 193

Well 
done!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Attendance at Greyfriars
At Greyfriars Catholic School, our priority is to ensure that every student has the
opportunity to flourish individually and collectively. Consistent attendance plays a vital
role in this success and we have high expectations for all pupils, with the aim of
achieving 100% attendance.

Every day in school counts.

For more information on our attendance policy and details of how to notify the school of your 
child’s absence or indeed, to request a term time absence, please follow the link below which will 
take you to our attendance page on the school website:

Attendance

School Lunch Accounts
Please remember to regularly check your child
has enough funds in their ParentPay lunch
accounts and if this is running low please top up.
Students will be unable to purchase food in the
restaurant if they do not have enough funds in
their account.

Please note that we are a cashless school and
cannot accept cash for lunch payments.

If you are having trouble accessing your
ParentPay account, please contact the school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/parents/free-school-meals/home-school-agreement/new-page
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National Changes to Free School Meals 
from September 2026

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

The current transitional protection arrangements for Free School
Meals will end in July 2026. This means that pupils who are
currently receiving FSM will not automatically remain eligible
from September 2026. To continue receiving Free School Meals,
families will need to meet the revised eligibility criteria.

Expanded Eligibility from September 2026
From September 2026, all children living in households that receive Universal Credit will be eligible
for Free School Meals, regardless of household income.

If you believe that your child is eligible for free school meals, please complete the following

Google Form: Free School Meals Registration Form

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjCIlqtYVAW6KTEJdLfOpmu9N5rL-u5Czqf8oGIqtvhxgEhQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=114880101753819360032
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Dates for your Diary
Monday 21 September | Citizens UK Leadership Academy Trip

Tuesday 22 September | Tosca at the New Theatre

Thursday 24 September | Welcome Back Mass / Meet the Form Tutor

Tuesday 29 September | Chaplaincy Commissioning Mass Trip

Wednesday 30 September | Feast of St Francis Mass

Thursday 1 October | Black History Month Begins

Thursday 1 October | Open Evening

Friday 2 October | INSET  Day – No students in school

Greyfriars Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars
Catholic School, please email our School Business
Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-
us/vacancies or visit: to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link.

DONATE

Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Vacancies

https://www.birminghamdioces
e.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/

jobs

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/jobs
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Donnington Doorstep Family Centre has 

reopened its free Youth Club for young people 

in OX4.

We offer a safe, welcoming space with 

activities, support, and a free hot meal each 

session.

Open Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Please see our poster for parental permission 

details.

PARENTS to COMPLETE FORM

YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out 

form 

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=NhOtH3DkOEqi_X-gJiFfeLNoWr5d-85JuBgsozpLQYJUQ0YyQ1c5MEVNM0JUWDU0VjJZR01VNTVWQi4u&route=shorturl
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