
Weekly Newsletter
Friday 9th October 2026 | Issue 5

01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

Dear Families

This week, we began with the Parable of the Tenants from Matthew's Gospel. It is not the easiest of
parables; indeed, it is rather violent in places. But beneath the difficult story is a message that is both simple
and incredibly important: we have all been entrusted with something, and what we choose to do with it
matters. The tenants in the story are given responsibility for a vineyard, but rather than caring for it and
producing good fruit, they begin to behave as though it belongs entirely to them. Jesus challenges us to
consider our own responsibilities. What have we been given? What are we doing with our gifts, opportunities
and talents? And, importantly, how are we using them to make the world better for others?

It was a particularly fitting reflection following our celebrations of St Francis of Assisi and St Thérèse of
Lisieux last week. St Francis reminds us of our responsibility to care for creation, for one another and for the
world we share. St Thérèse, through her Little Way, reminds us that we do not always need to do
extraordinary things to make a difference. Sometimes, the smallest actions, carried out with great love, can
have the greatest impact.

At Greyfriars, we talk often about doing the basics brilliantly. Being kind, working hard, looking after one
another and taking responsibility might seem like small things, but collectively they build something
extraordinary. We have been given something precious in our school community; it is our responsibility to
help it flourish.

This message has connected beautifully with our focus this week on Vocation.

Vocation is one of the four pillars of our Greyfriars Curriculum. It is not an add-on or something we think
about only when students are considering their next steps. It is fundamental to our understanding of
education. We want our students to think deeply about what they are capable of and what they might be
called to contribute to the world.

Throughout the week, subjects across the school have been exploring how their knowledge connects to life
beyond the classroom. In Religious Education, students have considered artificial intelligence through the
lens of Catholic teaching and the reflections of Pope Leo XIV. In Maths, students have become detectives,
exploring how mathematical thinking helps us understand and solve problems in the world around us. Across
the curriculum, teachers have been helping students make those important connections between what they
learn and what they might one day do with that knowledge.

This is something we feel passionately about. Education is not simply about preparing young people for
examinations or employment, important though both are. It is about helping them discover their place in the
world and understanding how their gifts might be used in the service of others. That is what we mean by
vocation.

Please do ask your child what vocation means to them, and what they have discovered in their lessons this
week. I hope it might lead to some interesting conversations at home.

Continued on the next page…
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We have also had the great pleasure of welcoming families into school for our Open Mornings this week.
They were fully booked, and it has been wonderful to share the everyday life of Greyfriars with so many
prospective families.

I am always enormously proud of our students on these occasions. As we walked around the school, we were
greeted by students who were, as ever, Greyfriars polite. There is something lovely about hearing a cheerful
"Good morning!" or "Welcome to Greyfriars!" from students who are simply going about their normal school
day.

But what struck me most was the sense of purpose throughout the school. Classrooms were full of learning,
students were engaged and there was that wonderful combination of ambition, care and joy that makes
Greyfriars so special. Our visitors were able to see the school as it really is; a community where relationships
matter, where learning is taken seriously and where we genuinely want every student to flourish.

Finally, I think most of you will know by now just how much I love Greyfriars. I love our students, our families,
our staff and the extraordinary community we have together. There is, however, one thing I really do not
love: the traffic…

Once again, the peculiarities of Oxford's traffic system have caused enormous difficulties for our school
community this week. I know that many families have experienced exceptionally long and frustrating
journeys, and some of our staff have found themselves stuck in traffic for up to three hours. We often talk
about going above and beyond at Greyfriars, but I think three hours in a traffic jam is taking that commitment
rather too far.

What I can say is how grateful I am for the extraordinary patience, determination and resilience that
everyone has shown. I know it has not been easy, and I do not take that effort for granted.

Perhaps that brings us back to the beginning of the week. We are all entrusted with responsibilities, and
sometimes fulfilling them requires considerable perseverance. This week, our community has demonstrated
that in abundance.

Thank you, as always, for everything you do to support our school. I hope you have a wonderful weekend,
with rather less time spent sitting in traffic.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

Weekly Newsletter
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I do feel deeply frustrated that decisions about the city's roads can have
such a significant impact on the everyday lives of our children, families
and staff. Getting to school should not be this difficult. I am continuing
to do what I can to raise these concerns and seek improvements,
although I am sorry that there is not more I can do to resolve the
situation directly.
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01865 749933 www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk

WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
With this parable, Jesus reminds us what happens when people deceive themselves into thinking that
they are self-made, and they forget to be grateful, they forget the real basis of life: that good comes
from the grace of God, that good comes from his free gift. When one forgets this gratitude to God,
one ends up facing one’s situation and limitations no longer with the joy of feeling loved and saved,
but rather with the sad illusion of needing neither love nor salvation. These people stop letting
themselves be loved and find that they are prisoners of their own greed, prisoners of the need to
have more than others, of wanting to stand out over others. This process is ugly, and it often happens
to us. Let us think about this seriously. Many dissatisfactions and recriminations, many
misunderstandings and many feelings of envy arise from this. And, driven by resentment, one can fall
headlong into a spiral of violence. Yes, dear brothers and sisters, ungratefulness generates violence, it
takes peace away, and makes us feel and yell when we speak, without peace, while a simple “thank
you” can restore peace! (Pope Francis, Angelus, 8 October 2023).

Gospel | Matthew 21:33-43
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: "Hear 
another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put 
a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a tower. Then he 
leased it to tenants and went on a journey. When vintage time drew 
near, he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce. But 
the tenants seized the servants and one they beat, another they 
killed, and a third they stoned. Again he sent other servants, more 
numerous than the first ones, but they treated them in the same way.

Finally, he sent his son to them, thinking, 'They will respect my son.' But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to one another, 'This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance.' They seized 
him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. What will the owner of the vineyard do to those tenants 
when he comes?" They answered him, "He will put those wretched men to a wretched death and lease his 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the proper times." Jesus said to them, "Did you 
never read in the Scriptures: The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; by the Lord 
has this been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes? Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will be 
taken away from you and given to a people that will produce its fruit."

A Prayer by Saint John Henry Newman
May the Lord support us all the day long, Till the shades lengthen and the evening 
comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is 

done.  Then in his mercy may he give us a safe lodging,  and holy rest, and peace at 
the last. Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Catholic Life | Mr Greer

Finally, signup for our Youlbury Retreat closes today.

This opportunity is available to students in Years 10 - 13. 

If your child would like to participate, please go to your 
ParentPay account and complete the consent and 

payment as soon as possible.

Thank you!

Yesterday, in honour of the season of creation,
students attended an outdoor prayer service during
form time. After hearing St. Francis's Canticle of
Creation, students found a spot in our back field
where they could pray and thank God for what he's
given us. The beautiful morning reminded us of how
precious our earth is, and our responsibility to take
care of God's gift.

On Monday this week, two Sixth Form
students got to represent the school in an
audience with the Archbishop of England
and Wales, Richard Moth. We were part of a
delegation from Citizens UK, sharing with
the Archbishop all of the social justice
success we've achieved in various parts of
the country. He was instrumental in getting
us an audience with Pope Leo XIV a year and
a half ago, and he continues to provide
strong spiritual guidance and support to our
work.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Sixth Form News Ms McCabe
Buddy Reading
Our new cohort of Buddy Readers had a training session this week. From next week, they will be in
the library meeting their Y7 and Y8 Buddies, finding out about their reading habits and interests.
Students will also be choosing their first book to read with their buddy. This is a brilliant initiative
that supports our younger students to develop their confidence and fluency with reading, Well
done to all of the Sixth Form buddies for taking part!

Early UCAS applications
A number of students in Y13 have been busy this week finalising their early UCAS applications.
These are students applying to Oxford and medicine degrees. All other students applying to
university or an apprenticeship should finalise their applications after PPEs. For any Y12s
considering a similar pathway, it's important they look for as many super curricular and work
experience opportunities as possible. This is what can make a real difference when making their
application.

Independent Study in Sixth Form
Dr Kay and I were delighted that, on Wednesday, a group of students helped us redesign our
independent study spaces. Our two large study rooms are where students are required to study in
between lesson time, with the option of using the school Library. Independent study is the key to
academic success in Sixth Form and Mr Dingley gave insightful assemblies this week on how to do
this effectively. One of the conditions that really supports independent study is a quiet, focused
environment. A reminder to students and parents that if a student does not have a lesson P1 or P2,
they are expected in school at 8:40 for form time and need to use those periods for independent
study.

Axiom Maths Problem of the Week! | Mr McCutcheon
In a game, eight counters are placed on the table. Player A and B take turns to remove some 
counters.

Player A goes first. Each player can remove one or two counters (but not none!). The player who 
takes the last counter wins.

a) Who will win?

b) What if there are nine counters on the table at the start?

c) What starting numbers of counters guarantee a win for player A and what starting numbers of 
counters guarantee a win for player B?

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Year 7 | Mr
Cunningham
What a successful week it has been — well done to
all of our Year 7 students for their continued hard
work, positivity, and effort. Every week we see this
group growing in confidence.

With the weather taking a distinctly autumnal turn,
we would encourage all parents to make sure their
children are coming into school with a warm coat. As
a reminder, hoodies are not part of our school
uniform and are not permitted — so please do check
before the school run on those chilly mornings!

Finally, and importantly, we wanted to raise the
topic of social media. We know this is something
many families are already thinking carefully about,
and we want to work with you on it. We will be
sharing more detailed information and guidance
throughout the year, but in the meantime we would
ask all parents to stay vigilant about their child's
social media use — checking in on who they are
talking to, what apps they are using, and what
conversations are happening in group chats. It may
feel like a small thing, but it can make a real
difference.

Weekly Book Review by
Lian

When I read this, it felt almost nerve
wracking or that feeling when you simply
have a soft uneasiness within you. I found
Marinka to be extremely human in ways
you don’t normally see in stories, seeing
both all her flaws and aspirations. In her
struggles there was also selfishness and
self insecurity which then splayed out
when she tried hard to fix things while she
tended to run ahead of herself. She was
awkward with her choices and there
wasn’t some magical convenience to fix it
. Things didn’t naturally fix themselves
when she made the poorer choice yet
Marinka had to pull through and as a
result this pulled at the empathy of the
reader.

I must admit this is a slight spoiler but the
tale’s ending is bittersweet and a
wonderful lesson on balance and also
acceptance. You can feel Marinka grow
throughout her ventures in the book and I
at least believe that there’s a certain
proudness to be felt as you see her
develop.

Pedro 47

Hibba 45

James 44

Lexi 40

Joanna 33

Bruna 33

Laurencja 32

Macourley 31

Alexander 31

7PJE 607

7RHO 430

7LP 385

7CHO 287

Inspired by Slavic
folklore, this book is
a total treat! It’s
extremely in touch
with feelings of
loneliness, yearning
and being stuck.
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Library News | Mrs Brett
Hello Everybody! This week we have been working very hard to add even
more new books to our shelves. Don’t believe me? Come and check for
yourself.

I have now launched our Author in Spotlight campaign. The idea is that I will introduce a different
author each term, and place questions about them in the library, which you can read and give me
the answers to. At the end of term, we will have an Author in Spotlight Kahoot! Quiz, where you can
show off your newly-acquired knowledge and win some points and cool prizes.

Our first author is no other than… That’s right, you guessed it! And if you
haven’t… well, finding out is your first challenge.

I have also launched two short competitions, one for writing and the other for
drawing. Have a look at the posters and if you need any resources or help,
come and chat with me. And, of course, there are achievement points and
prizes up for grabs.

Don’t forget about the UNITE
poetry competition by Young
Writers! I have had a few entries,
but there is still time to give it a go.
You can not only become a
published author, but also win
some very exciting prizes (+50
achievement points from me!).
Nothing to lose, so much to gain:).

Finally, an update on our Reading
Championship. Individual students
are doing wonderfully, more
encouragement needs to be given
to the forms. Well done to all the
avid readers, keep going!

Wishing you a warm weekend
filled with great stories😊.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

Art | Ms Youngs Do Patrocinio
Year 10 art students are currently learning printing
techniques. They have created portraits using etching,
where you scratch into a plastic sheet and cover it in ink
to create an impression.

Safeguarding | Mr Daly
World Mental Health Day is on
Saturday 10th October. The focus
this year is about listening to others
when they need us.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for KS4 | Mr Weedon
It has been another fantastic week for our Year 10 and Year 11 students.

Year 10 – Looking Towards the Future
This week, Y10 have been taking part in Vocational Week. Students have explored the huge range of
careers and pathways available to them beyond school. There has been a real focus on helping
students understand what different jobs involve, what qualifications and skills are required, what their
next steps might look like and, the earning potential associated with different careers.

With work experience coming up later this year, this is an ideal time for students to start thinking
about what they might enjoy doing in the future. They do not need to have their entire career mapped
out yet, but beginning to explore different possibilities, identify their interests and ask questions is an
important first step.

I would encourage parents and carers to continue these conversations at home. Ask your child what
they have discovered this week, which careers have interested them and what they might like to find
out more about. You never know where one conversation might lead.

Year 11 – Continuing to Impress
Our revision sessions in both Maths and Science have been particularly encouraging this week.
Students are making the most of the additional opportunities available to them, and it is fantastic to
see so many showing the determination to improve and achieve their very best.

Our Y11 attendance is outstanding, and this is something that deserves huge recognition. Students
should remember that one of the most valuable things they can do is simply be in school, in front of
their teacher, ready to learn. Every lesson matters, every explanation matters and every opportunity to
ask a question or address a misconception can make a difference. The commitment Y11 are showing is
exactly the kind of example that our Y10 students can look up to. They are demonstrating what
happens when you combine consistent attendance, hard work and a positive attitude.

I am impressed by both year
groups. We are continuing
to grow as a collective, and I
am proud of the students
for the way they are
representing themselves,
their year groups and our
school.

Form Group Points

10KAN 279

10RC 161

10JS 95

10SW 69

Form Group Points

11CT 195

11MJ 141

11SA 101

11JOD 80

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Attendance at Greyfriars
At Greyfriars Catholic School, our priority is to ensure that every student has the
opportunity to flourish individually and collectively. Consistent attendance plays a vital
role in this success and we have high expectations for all pupils, with the aim of
achieving 100% attendance.

Every day in school counts.

For more information on our attendance policy and details of how to notify the school of your 
child’s absence or indeed, to request a term time absence, please follow the link below which will 
take you to our attendance page on the school website:

Attendance

School Lunch Accounts
Please remember to regularly check your child
has enough funds in their ParentPay lunch
accounts and if this is running low please top up.
Students will be unable to purchase food in the
restaurant if they do not have enough funds in
their account.

Please note that we are a cashless school and
cannot accept cash for lunch payments.

If you are having trouble accessing your
ParentPay account, please contact the school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/parents/free-school-meals/home-school-agreement/new-page
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National Changes to Free School Meals 
from September 2026

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

The current transitional protection arrangements for Free School
Meals will end in July 2026. This means that pupils who are
currently receiving FSM will not automatically remain eligible
from September 2026. To continue receiving Free School Meals,
families will need to meet the revised eligibility criteria.

Expanded Eligibility from September 2026
From September 2026, all children living in households that receive Universal Credit will be eligible
for Free School Meals, regardless of household income.

If you believe that your child is eligible for free school meals, please complete the following

Google Form: Free School Meals Registration Form

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjCIlqtYVAW6KTEJdLfOpmu9N5rL-u5Czqf8oGIqtvhxgEhQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=114880101753819360032
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Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 20 October | PFMAC Concert

Thursday 22 – Saturday 24 October | Youlbury Retreat

Monday 26 – Friday 30 October | Half Term

Monday 2 November | Term 2 Begins

Friday 6 November | Peterhouse Outreach for Year 11

Wednesday 11 November | Remembrance Service 

Tuesday 10 November | Year 11 / Year 13 PPEs Begin

Monday 16 November – Friday 20th November | Anti-bullying Week

Greyfriars Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars
Catholic School, please email our School Business
Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-
us/vacancies or visit: to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link.

DONATE

Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Vacancies

https://www.birminghamdioces
e.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/

jobs

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/jobs
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Donnington Doorstep Family Centre has 

reopened its free Youth Club for young people 

in OX4.

We offer a safe, welcoming space with 

activities, support, and a free hot meal each 

session.

Open Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Please see our poster for parental permission 

details.

PARENTS to COMPLETE FORM

YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out 

form 

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=NhOtH3DkOEqi_X-gJiFfeLNoWr5d-85JuBgsozpLQYJUQ0YyQ1c5MEVNM0JUWDU0VjJZR01VNTVWQi4u&route=shorturl
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